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INTRODUCTION.

Sinhalese Literature is so rich that it cmbraces almost every
branch of knowledge. Poetry occupies a very prominent positiofl in it
both by its richness and beauty. All the poetical works of the
Sinhalese language can be arranged in three different classes viz:-
«Gi,” “Silo” and “Kav,” according to the different styles in which
they are written,

At an early period, prior to the pre-eminent Oriental scholar, the
most worshipful Sangharaja Totagamuve Sri Rahula, the Supreme
Master of Six languages, Sinhalese poetry was chiefly written ina
kind of blank verse called “Gi,” but subsequently a style of verse was
employed wherein rhyme formed a prominent feature. Among the works
of this former class, the Kavsilumina, Muwadevda etc. are considered
tobe pre-eminent. Next to them, but possessing the same poetical
beauty and sweetness, comes, the Lokopakara, which is universally
held to be an invaluable poem as regards moral and ethical teachings.

The Lokopakara was originally composed in Sinhalese “Gi” by a
Buddhist monk known as Ranasgalle Teruunanse, after the name of
his native village Ranasgalla supposed to be in Siyanekorale. It has
been verified that this scholarly author flourished about the year 1799
at the Totagamu vihara, asa contemparory of the Ven'ble Karatota
Sri Dharmarama Nayakethera, at Datara. About this time oriental
learning was greatly affected by the unrest of the Island chiefly due to
the constant struggle for supremacy between the Datch and the
Sinhalese, hence a work of this nature is worthy of more than ordinary
praise. °

This poem is indispensable to the student of oriental morals and
ethics as it dwells entively on the moral and ethical teachings culled
not only from the Buddhistic canonical works, but also from Sanskrit
works such as Mahabharata, Puranas, Pancatantra, Hitopadesa etc.
It is regarded asa work of high authority in the Sinhalese language
and is much used in our schools and oriental colleges and it is a
standard text-book for examinations of the Department of Public
Instruction and of the committee on Oriental Studies, Colombo. This
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work was revised and edited with a valuable paraphrase in Sinhalese
by the Ven'ble M. Goonaratana Mahathera, of Siri Sunandarama,
Butgamuwa. '

At the request of the said learned editor my preceptor the late
Venerable W. Sri Siddharttha Dharmananda, High Priest, undertook
the present work deeming it worthy of being clothed in the poetical
garb of the Pali language in its original magnificence and purity and
completed it about two years ago.

The late Sri Siddhartha Dharmananda, High Priest, was atan
early age was sent to the late Venerable Dehipitiye Sangharakkhita
Mahathera, a monk of much piety and high integrity of the Siri
Siddhattharama, at Walane, for his initiation asa novice from
whom he had received his elementary edlucation. He obtained his
higher ordination as a disciple of the most eminent orienial scholar,
the late Venerable Walane Sri Siddhartha Mahathera, the founder and
principal of this oriental college, and the leader of the revival of
oriental studies in Ceylon. Then he was sent to the most illustrious
oriental scholar H. Sri Sumangala High Priest, the late Principal of
the Vidyodaya Oriental College, Colombo, for his higher education,
with whom he deligently completed his course of studies and became an
accomplished scholar in Oviental languages, philosophy and science.
Appreciating his abilities and his scholarly attainments, the Venerable
Principal appointed him as his Assistant in which capacity he greatly
helped his tutor to promote oriental studies in Ceylon.

In 1886, at the request of the Venerable Sangharakkhita Maha-
thera and the Dayakas at Ratmalana, he accepted the Principalship of
the Parama Dhamma Cetiya Oriental College, Ratmalane, the oldest
oriental institute in the island where the most illustrious criental
scholars such as Pandit Batuvantudawe, H. Sri Sumangala High
Px'-iesr, and Ratmalane Sri Dharmaloka Mahathera, received their
education; and within a few years 'he restored the institution to its
original position, In 1888 Sir Arthur Hamilton Gordon, the then
Governor of Ceylon (Lord Stanmore) who presided over a prize-
distribution expressed his deepest sympathy with the admirable work
done in the college.

Venerable Sri Dharmananda had hundreds of pupils, great
many of them have become preminent scholars who have com-
posed gsovera! original works and some of them have fouuded.
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similar institulions in various parts of the Island. It should be
mentioned here that none of his pupils who took the examinations
beld annually by the committee on oriental studies failed;some
of them obtained distinctions and honoars and won prizes and
medals, nay it is one of his pupils who won the Gcld Medal for
the first time awarded by the committee on oriental studies,
Colombo. He was recognized to be one of the best poets in &Lali,
not to speak of his prose-writings. As an appriciation of his
earnest devotion to the religious duties he was unanimously
elected as the High Priest of the Sri Kalyani Samagri Dharma
Maha Sanghasabha, Colombo, in 190#: and in that capacity he had
discharged his duties remarkably well. He was one of the most
valued members of the committee on Oriental studies, the chair-
man of which, J. Harward Esq. M. A. the Director of Public
Instruction, in Ceylon, has recorded his death with regret in his
report for 1911in the following words “We also lost the Ven, W,
Dhammananda High Priest, Principal of the Parama Dhamma
Cetiya Pirivena, at Ratmalane, who was a great scholar, and a very
useful member both on our standing committee and on oar Board
of Examiners,”

For some months before his death he was in poor health but
was always cheerful and contented, and continued his religious
performances and meditations to the last moment, At 3. 30 A. m.
on Sunday the sth January 191! he peacefully passed away
after leading a fruitful and examplary spiritnal life extending over

55 years.

Venerable Dharmananda set a noble example to his follewers
by his self-sacrifice, moral rectitude and earnest devotiou to religi-
ous duties. He hated none and cared little for popular applaunse but
simply did what he olearly felt to be his duty. His was literally a
life of piety and meditation. '

S. S.

Parama Dhamma Cetiya Pirivena,
Ratmalana, Mt. Lavinia, 6t Dec. 1911.
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